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MARCH 21, 2023 Specific Issues of Interest to the CCB:
INSIDE THIS ISSUE EU, Thailand Relaunch Trade Negotiations
e The European Commission announced the relaunch of free trade agreement
e EU, Thailand Relaunch Trade (FTA) negotiations with Thailand. Negotiations were originally launched in 2013,
Negotiations then put on hold the next year following the military takeover of the Thai
government. The European Union (EU) has pursued a path of gradual re-
e USDA Provides English engagement with Thailand as its democratization process develops.
Translation of China’s Food e Trade agreement negotiations with Thailand represent part of the EU’s larger
Contaminants Standard trade agenda goal of increasing trade in the Indo-Pacific region and with members

of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Among ASEAN
members, the EU already has an FTA with Singapore (2019) and Vietnam (2020).
Bilateral trade in goods between the EU and Thailand — ASEAN’s second largest
economy — reached nearly $45 billion in 2022.

e Spanish and Thai authorities are currently negotiating conditions for the import of
Spanish fruit including cherries.

e The U.S. does not have an FTA with Thailand and is subject to the most favored
nation (MFN) tariffs on food products, including a 40 percent tariff on cherries.

e The EU will publish FTA text proposals following the first round of negotiations,
which is expected in the coming months.

General Issues of Interest to the CCB:

USDA Provides English Translation of China’s Food Contaminants Standard

e On June 30, China’s GB 2762-2022 National Food Safety Standard Limits of
Contaminants in Food will enter into force (BCI Monitor 8-9-22) .

e On March 20, the USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) published a GAIN
report on the standard, including an unofficial translation. The report also
highlights changes compared to the standard currently in force.

e The limit for lead in fresh fruit remains at 0.1 mg/kg.
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1628?utm_source=piano&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=30015&pnespid=p_J.UiBKL.8Vx_aQuzisTJGK5hG3CJ8oK.jnnOo2rBdmUvFkR8yUVxcM922wHQMcHZPvoB8BMw
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=China%20Releases%20the%20Standard%20for%20Maximum%20Levels%20of%20Contaminants%20in%20Foods_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2023-0040
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=China%20Releases%20the%20Standard%20for%20Maximum%20Levels%20of%20Contaminants%20in%20Foods_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2023-0040

