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Specific Issues of Interest to the CCB: 
 
UK Updates Guidance on Importing Fresh Fruit under BTOM 

• On December 1, the United Kingdom’s (UK) Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) updated its guidance on Importing and exporting fresh 
fruit and vegetables. 

• Starting April 30, 2024, under the UK’s new Border Target Operating Model 
(BTOM) framework for import controls and border biosecurity regime, imports of 
low-risk fruit and vegetables will no longer need to go through plant health 
controls, including: 

o Obtaining a phytosanitary certificate for consignments. 
o Pre-notifying the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) in England and 

Wales or the Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture (SASA) in 
Scotland about consignments. 

• Medium risk fruit and vegetable imports will still need to go through these plant 
health controls. 

• The UK published its risk categories for plants and plant products imports from 
non-EU countries to Great Britian on November 9 (BCI Monitors 4-14-23, 8-29-23, 
11-14-23). 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-fresh-fruit-and-vegetables#importing-fruit-and-vegetables-to-great-britain-from-30-april-2024
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/trade/imports/imports-from/tom-risk-categories-from-non-eu-countries/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/trade/imports/imports-from/tom-risk-categories-from-non-eu-countries/

