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GENERAL ISSUES OF INTEREST TO THE CCB: 

 

Singapore Notifies Amendment to Draft Food Labeling Regulation Exempting 
Fresh Fruits  

• On April 22, Singapore notified the WTO of an amendment to an earlier draft 

regulation that would have required packaged foods to include a lot identification 

number on their labeling. 

• Of interest to CCB, the amendment exempts prepacked fresh, whole, and 

unpeeled fruits and vegetables from the lot identification requirement. 

• The finalized regulation will enter into force on January 30, 2026.  

Australia Notifies Entry into Force of Updated Methyl Bromide Fumigation 
Methodology  

• On April 22, Australia’s Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) 

notified the WTO regarding the entry into force of its Methyl Bromide Fumigation 

Methodology 3.0 on May 1, 2025. 

• According to the DAFF guidelines and summary of changes, the new 

methodology includes minor changes to treatment requirements and processes 

but does not alter the way fumigators perform successful methyl bromide 

fumigations.  

• The update includes changes to documentation requirements for the record of 

fumigation and the treatment certificate, with new templates provided via the 

DAFF guidelines. Australia will continue to accept pre-existing treatment 

certificates until June 30, 2025. There will be no change to phytosanitary 

certificate requirements. 

USDA Publishes Translation of China Food Labeling Supervision Measures  

• On April 18, USDA FAS published an analysis and English translation of China’s 

new Food Labeling and Marking Supervision and Management Measures. 

• The Measures apply to marking and labeling of all food sold in China, including 

bulk food (Chapter 4, Article 33), covering containers and outer packaging used to 

present information.  

• There is a two-year transition period – ending March 16, 2027 – for compliance 
with the new requirements. 
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https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=Q:/G/SPS/NSGP78A1.pdf&Open=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=314908,288361&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=1&FullTextHash=&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=314908,288361&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=1&FullTextHash=&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=Q:/G/SPS/NAUS613.pdf&Open=True
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/import/arrival/treatments/treatments-fumigants/methyl-bromide-fumigation-methodology-changes#:~:text=New%20treatment%20certificate%20and%20record%20of%20fumigation%20templates
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/methyl-bromide-methodology-v3.0-summary-of-changes.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Food%20Labeling%20and%20Marking%20Supervision%20and%20Management%20Measures%20Finalized%20_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2025-0085

