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GENERAL ISSUES OF INTEREST TO THE CCB: 
 

EU Opens Consultation on Additional Tariff Countermeasures Against U.S.  

• On May 7, the European Commission opened a consultation on new potential 

countermeasures in response to U.S. tariffs. The U.S. announced on April 2 

reciprocal tariffs of 20% on the European Union (EU). It announced a 90-day 

pause on the EU-specific tariff on April 9, leaving in force a 10% tariff. The EU on 

April 9 also suspended for 90 days its earlier proposed countermeasures (BCI 

Monitor 4-15-25). 

• The EU list of products which could be subject to import duties includes fresh 

cherries (HS 0809.29).  

• Stakeholders are invited to submit feedback on the countermeasures by June 10, 

2025. 

Taiwan Notifies Draft Amendments to Imported Food Inspection Regulations 

• On May 7, Taiwan notified the WTO regarding its Ministry of Health and Welfare 

(MOHW) draft amendment on the Regulations of Inspection of Imported Foods 

and Related Products. 

• Changes include:  

o Revising application and inspection procedures 

o Adjusting the scope of products subject to batch-by-batch verification 

o Modifying the rules for preferential treatment 

o Clarifying applicant cost responsibilities 

o Updating prior release and deposit rules 

o Enabling electronic notifications 

• Inspection rates are based on the MOHW’s risk classification of products and an 

annual inspection plan and may be adjusted based on a product’s recent history 

of regulatory compliance. Notably, MOHW earlier specified that U.S.-origin 

cherries will continue to undergo enhanced inspection measures (20-50%) in 

2025 (BCI Monitor 1-14-25). 

• The dates of adoption and entry into force have yet to be determined. Comments 

can be sent to the U.S. SPS Enquiry Point at us.spsenquirypoint@fas.usda.gov. 

The WTO comment deadline is July 6, 2025. 

US, China Reach Tariff Agreement, Easing Trade Tensions  

• On May 12, the White House published a joint statement on a U.S.-China trade 

meeting in Geneva over the preceding weekend. 

• The trade meeting resulted in a 90-day pause starting May 14 on the steep tariff 

rates the two countries had previously placed on each other. During this 90-day 

period, China will drop its tariff on U.S. imports to 10%, while the U.S. will cut its 

tariff on Chinese imports to 30%. 

• Should the pause not be extended beyond the 90-day period, the previous tariff 

rates will return on August 12, 2025. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1149
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e9d50ad8-e41f-4379-839a-fdfe08f0aa96/library/fd09c397-b621-4dcd-be36-1684eb37e3fb/details?download=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=Q:/G/SPS/NTPKM646.pdf&Open=True
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/SPS/TPKM/25_03194_00_e.pdf
https://law.moj.gov.tw/eng/LawClass/LawAll.aspx?pcode=L0040017
https://law.moj.gov.tw/eng/LawClass/LawAll.aspx?pcode=L0040017
mailto:us.spsenquirypoint@fas.usda.gov
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/05/joint-statement-on-u-s-china-economic-and-trade-meeting-in-geneva/

