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GENERAL ISSUES OF INTEREST TO THE CCB: 
 

India Publishes Guidelines for Use of PET as a Food Contact Material  

• On May 23, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) gazetted 

Guidelines for the Acceptance of Recycled Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) as a 

Food Contact Material (in English starting on Page 8). This follows the gazettal of 

the Food Safety and Standards (Packaging) First Amendment Regulations, 2025, 

amending regulation 4, sub-regulation 4, clause (e) of the Food Safety and 

Standards (Packaging) Regulations, 2018, to permit the use of recycled PET for 

food packaging (BCI Monitors 5-24-22, 4-1-25). 

• The guidelines cover the recycling processes, acceptance criteria, testing, 

documentation, and authorization for using PET as a food contact material (FCM).  

• Of note to CCB, Article 5 details the marking and labeling requirements, including 

an image of the mandatory recycling symbol, that FCMs made from PET resin 

must carry. 

USDA Publishes Report on Vietnamese Government Restructuring   

• On May 22, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) published a GAIN report on the recent restructuring of 

the Vietnamese government as it relates to regulations of plants and plant-based 

products. 

• The restructuring merged the Department of Crop Production and Department of 

Plant Protection into the Plant Production and Protection Department. This new 

department is responsible for the plant quarantine measures, pesticide and 

fertilizer use, and plant-related food safety. 

Japan Positive List System for Food Contact Materials Enters into Force  

• On June 1, Japan’s positive list system (in Japanese) for food utensils, containers, 

and packaging will enter into force (BCI Monitors 6-27-23, 5-7-24, 1-14-25). 

• As previously reported, after June 1, 2025, if a plastic material does not appear on 

Japan’s positive list, then it cannot be in food contact material used in the country. 

• The landing page (in Japanese) for the positive list system includes FAQs, 

English translations, and various other administrative notices related to the 

implementation of the positive list system.  
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https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2025/05/6834550d9ff1eGuidelines%20for%20acceptance%20of%20recycled%20Polyethylene%20terephthalate_PET_as%20Food%20Contact%20Material.pdf
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2025/05/6834550d9ff1eGuidelines%20for%20acceptance%20of%20recycled%20Polyethylene%20terephthalate_PET_as%20Food%20Contact%20Material.pdf
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2025/04/67eb83b000a58FSS%20_Packaging_Amendment%20Regulations,%202025%20related%20to%20recycled%20plastics.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Vietnam%20Restructures%20Plant%20Regulatory%20Responsibilities_Hanoi_Vietnam_VM2025-0019
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/newpage_36419.html
https://www.caa.go.jp/policies/policy/standards_evaluation/appliance/positive_list_new

