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SPECIFIC ISSUES OF INTEREST TO THE CCB: 
 
Update on United Kingdom Fruit Import Inspection Requirements  

• The United Kingdom (UK) is delaying enhanced inspection requirements on 

imported fruits and vegetables from the European Union (EU), according to a 

recent UK Department for Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 

announcement. The inspection requirements for medium risk produce, scheduled 

to be implemented July 1, 2025, have been delayed to January 31, 2027, 

following negotiations on a new sanitary and phytosanitary agreement between 

the UK and EU.  

• DEFRA provides detailed plant product import inspection requirements according 

to The Official Controls (Plant Health) (Frequency of Checks) Regulations 2022. 

• Of interest to CCB, in December 2024 the UK notified the WTO of changes to its 

plant health regulations affecting produce imported from non-EU countries (BCI 

Monitor 12-23-24). 

• The changes extend risk-based documentary checks to plant products from non-

EU countries classified as “medium A” risk, which includes Prunus sp. 

commodities from the U.S. such as fresh cherries. This is designed to facilitate 

trade, as these commodities are currently subject to 100% checks.  

• These changes were proposed to enter into force June 11, 2025, though final 

amendments have yet to be published. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fruit-and-veg-import-checks-scrapped-ahead-of-uk-eu-deal
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/trade/imports/target-operating-model-tom/btom-risk-categorisations/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/739
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/SPS/NGBR79.pdf&Open=True

