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Representatives of the International Fresh Produce Association in Chile recently
met to review and analyze fruit exports. According to a report of the meeting,
cherries now account for over $3 billion — more than 40% of Chile’s fruit export
value - and 200,000 jobs, making them the country’s most important fruit crop.
Exports rose 52% last season, reaching 135 million 5 kg boxes (approximately
675,000 MT), but 88% still went to China and Hong Kong, exposing the sector to
concentration risk. The U.S. and South Korea account for only 3% and 1% of
exports, respectively, with quality and season-extension seen as keys to
expansion.

Chile dominates Southern Hemisphere exports with a 97% share, yet heavy
reliance on just three varieties—Lapins, Santina, and Regina—limits flexibility.
Santina is expected to become the dominant variety soon, while early-season
varieties are slowly gaining ground, expected to reach 22,000 MT in upcoming
years.

The 2024-25 season (typically November — February) revealed limits to China’s
demand, with oversupply causing prices to fall over 30%, despite strong
consumption. Experts stressed the need for improved flavor and consistent quality
to maintain consumer trust and long-term growth.

Industry leaders also urged trade diversification toward markets like the U.S.,
Brazil, Mexico, Vietnam, and India, though logistics and phytosanitary barriers
remain. India shows promise but faces serious cold chain and transit challenges,
with 45 to 50-day shipping times affecting fruit quality.
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On May 29, Taiwan’s Ministry of Environment announced (in Chinese) a
consultation on proposed amendments to two major laws: 1) renaming and
revising the Resource Recycling Act to become the Resource Recycling
Promotion Act; and 2) amending the Waste Disposal Act.

The amendments (in Chinese) to the Resource Recycling Promotion Act establish
an interagency resource circulation committee to coordinate national efforts,
introduce green design guidelines, mandate use of recycled materials, and
implement digital product tracking. The changes also include plans to promote
government-led demand for circular products, as well as incentives and subsidies
for recycling facilities.
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https://www.freshfruitportal.com/news/2025/05/30/understanding-the-importance-of-cherries-for-chile-to-face-the-challenges-of-the-future/
https://enews.moenv.gov.tw/Page/3B3C62C78849F32F/0b87d14e-7152-4b6c-8274-680089de87bf
https://join.gov.tw/policies/detail/8c38ffd8-2f2d-4d76-a7ee-07285549d3cb
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Taiwan Opens Consultation on Draft Amendments to Recycling and Waste Laws (continued)

The amendments (in Chinese) to the Waste Disposal Act include regulation of new waste sources,
oversight for reused products, as well as increased tracking and penalties for waste violations. There will
be a two-year transition period for recycling businesses to adapt to the new regulations.

Feedback may be submitted online by July 28, 2025, through Taiwan’s Public Policy Network
Participation Platform, linked via the amendments above.
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https://join.gov.tw/policies/detail/713f74c4-906e-4e48-8a41-19f773969c52

