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GENERAL ISSUES OF INTEREST TO THE CCB: 
 
USTR Launches Section 301 Investigation into Chinese Compliance with Phase 
One Trade Agreement 

• On October 24, the Office of the US Trade Representative (USTR) announced 

that it was launching an investigation into China’s compliance with the U.S.-China 

Phase One Trade Agreement. 

• The U.S.-China Phase One Agreement was reached in February 2020 during 

President Trump’s first term in office. The Agreement required China to make 

structural changes to correct distortive acts, policies, and practices in areas 

including agriculture. 

• Comments may be submitted through the USTR portal from October 31 through 

December 1, 2025. 

USTR Announces Trade Deals with Southeast Asian Countries  

• On October 26, the United States Trade Representative (USTR) announced trade 

agreements with Malaysia, Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

• While the specific details of tariff line reductions have yet to be published, early 

indications suggest that all partners party to these agreements will be providing 

preferential access to U.S. products and services. 

• BCI will continue to monitor these trade deals and report on pertinent details as 

they are published 

India Notifies Proposed Ban on PFAs, BPA in Food Contact Material  

• On October 28, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) notified 

the WTO of the Draft Food Safety and Standards (Packaging) Amendment 

Regulations, 2025 (English starting page 3). India first published the amendment 

on October 13 (BCI Monitor 10-14-25). 

• The draft amendments update FSSAI’s Food Safety and Standards (Packaging) 

regulation regarding poly- and perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAs) and bisphenol A 

(BPA) used as food contact materials (FCMs), banning the use of PFAs used in 

manufacturing FCMs, and requiring FCMs manufactured with polycarbonate and 

epoxy resins to be free from BPA and its derivatives. 

• Proposed dates of adoption and entry into force have yet to be decided. 

• Comments can be sent to the U.S. SPS Enquiry Point at 

us.spsenquirypoint@fas.usda.gov. The WTO comment deadline is December 27, 

2025. 
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https://ustr.gov/about/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2025/october/ustr-initiates-section-301-investigation-chinas-implementation-phase-one-agreement
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